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to paper. After many years of printmaking, all 
of this still satisfies my intellect, my hands and 
my soul in the deepest way.”

She started out as an archaeologist, at 
one point living with Eskimos in a remote 
fish camp.

“They would see things I could never see 
happening, even when they were right in front 
of me,” she says. “The grandmother in the fam-
ily would always catch fish. I could never catch 
fish. I just couldn’t figure out what she was do-
ing that I wasn’t doing. I never figured it out.”

Those experiences, she says, eventually led 
to her learning to be still in nature, to “wake 
up,” she says, which has shaped her art. 

“It’s part of how I work now, to be very still 
in nature,” she says. “I guess I’ve spent so much 
time just watching and letting things unfold, 
that I tend to see things and have experiences 
I really enjoy. I couldn’t have had that before.” 

Her work, which depicts Hawai‘i, its flora, 
fauna and natural landscape, is evolving into art 
that is about more than just the subject, she says.

She talks about hiking with a friend up out 
of the crater Kilauea Iki a couple years back. At 

the top, they sat for an hour, literally looking 
straight up the whole time, and noticed native 
birds in the ‘ohi‘a tree above them. 

“They were communicating with the trees 
in a way,” she says. “What does it feel like for 
that ‘ohi‘a to have a bird or a bee sticking its 
beak into its flower? The tree must be expe-
riencing something, too. More and more I’m 
realizing there’s lots more going on.”

With her prints, she says, she tries to 
convey relationships. 

“Between, say, the trees and the birds. The 
trees and the atmosphere,” she says. “For in-
stance, my print ‘Sky, ‘Ohi‘a, Earth’—the title 
reflects that this ‘ohi‘a tree is not standing 
alone. It’s in a relationship with the sky and 
the earth.”

“It’s all there, all the time,” she says. “This is 
what fascinates me.”

Pro’s wood block prints are available at Ce-
dar Street Galleries on O‘ahu. On Hawai‘i Is-
land, they are available at the Volcano Art Cen-
ter Gallery, at Niaulani Gallery in Volcano, at 
Elements in Hawi and Gallery of Great Things 
in Waimea. 

Clockwise from top left: A wood block 
print of a Sadleria fern endemic to 
Hawai‘i, entitled “Ama‘u,” by Andrea Pro; 
“The Opihi Pickers” by Dietrich Varez; 
“Radiance” by Andrea Pro.
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